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December IS. 1901! 225(> 

There have been a few cases of scarlet fever and diphtheria in the 
city this month, but no fatalities. 

Report from. Matanzas. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Nunez reports, December 7, as follows: 
Week ended December 5, 1903. Three bills of health were issued 

to vessels leaving for ports in the United States, all in good sanitary 

condition. 

No quarantinable disease nor any of a contagious or infectious 

nature has been reported during the past week. 

Report from Santiago. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Wilson reports, December 8, as follows: 
Week ended December 5, 1903: 

Bills of health issued to three vessels bound for the United States. 
No quarantinable disease has been reported. 

Mortality report for the week ended December 5, 1903. 



Causes of death. Number. 

Remittent fever I 1 

Erysipelas I 1 

Tubercle of lungs I 3 

Sarcoma of mesen tery ! 1 

Rheumatic endocarditis I 1 

Tetanus, infantile | 1 

Organic heart disease J 1 

Diarrhea and enteritis, chronic : ] 2 

Gangrene of scrotum I 3 

Senilitv i 1 



Total . 



Annual rate of mortality for the week, 14. 85 per 1,000. Estimated population, 45,500. 

Mortality daring month of October, 1903 — Measures against spread of 

scarlet fever. 

The total number of deaths for October is 74. This is an increase 
of 14 over September, which had an unusually low mortality. The 
increase is in digestive diseases and in unspecified causes of death. Of 
the latter there were 10, all of them being cases for judicial procedure, 
though some of them were due to natural causes. There were 3 cases 
of hemoglobinuric fever in the city, but they all recovered. No con- 
tagious diseases were reported. 

The condition of the city as a whole is not as clean as it was last 
month. This is more noticeable in the outskirts of the city where 
the rains have torn up the streets so badly as to interfere with the 
drainage, thus causing stagnant pools. Most of the streets are unpaved 
and these from neglect are getting in very bad condition. Two more 
inspectors have been added to the sanitary department. The city has 
again been divided into four districts, and one inspector is in charge 
of each district. A systematic house to house inspection has been 
begun. 

In view of the epidemic of scarlet fever in Habana, the. superior 
board of health has issued a circular, which has been distributed all 
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over the island, giving popular instructions to prevent its contagion 
and propagation. This has been published in the local papers. 

The city board of health held a meeting to discuss the situation. 
As a result of this, the mayor has issued a proclamation warning all 
persons to call a doctor immediately they notice a child with an erup- 
tive fever, and reminding the doctors that they must report contagious 
diseases to the chief of the sanitary department. The proclamation 
follows : 



Municipal Office of Santiago de Cuba, 

November 4, 1903. 

On account of the appearance in the capital of the Republic with serious character- 
istics of the disease called scarlet fever, the central government takes all the measures 
recommended by science, not only for the disappearance of said disease, but also that 
it may not spread to other cities. 

Besides the measures that the local board of health has adopted for this purpose, 
this office recommends the most rigorous hygiene in houses and persons as a prob- 
able means of preventing the invasion of the disease. 

In the same manner it requires that in case of any child being attacked by any 
eruptive fever of whatever form, its elders shall report immediately to the physician 
who is accustomed to attend to it, and if poor to the municipal physician of his 
district. 

The private or municipal doctor who shall have knowledge of any case of scarlet 
fever or of an eruptive fever shall report it immediately to the chief of the sanitary 
department, and shall instruct his patient in the best hygienic rules. 

GERMANY. 

Report from Berlin — Plague and cholera in various countries. 

Consul-General Mason reports November 30, as follows: 

Plague. 

Egypt.— Between the 7th and 13th of November there were regis- 
tered in Egypt 4 cases of plague (and 2 deaths), of which 3 cases 
(1 death) occurred in Alexandria and 1 case (1 death) in the district 
of Samallut. 

Ihmghmg. — During the period from the 27th of September to the 
10th of October there were registered 4 cases of plague (and 1 deaths). 

Mauritius. — During the period from the 4th of September to the 8th 
of October 257 plague cases occurred on the island (with 175 deaths). 
In the first October week there were no less than 91 cases, with 54 
deaths. 

British South Africa. — In Cape Colony during the week ended 
October 24, 2 fresh cases of plague were registered in Port Elizabeth. 

Plague and cliolera. 

British India. — In Calcutta during the period from the 11th to the 
17th of October 3 persons died of cholera and 17 persons succumbed 
to plague. 

Cholera. 

Japan. — In Nagasaki, between the 21st and 27th of October, there 
were registered 34 cases of cholera, with 13 deaths. 



